Morgan County poised for future growth
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Morgan County offers a blend of rapidly growing suburban development and rustic charm.

The county southwest of Indianapolis is home to two large communities - Martinsville and Mooresville - and several smaller towns nestled among wooded hills.

	[image: image3.jpg]MAR
MINER

Ity opLE

AL WATER




	[image: image4.png]




	Recently restored "Martinsville City of Mineral Water" sign on the northwest corner of the courthouse square at the intersection of Morgan and Main Streets in Martinsville. - Joe Vitti / The Star
	


At the north is sprawl and business development extending from Indianapolis International Airport; at the south is the rugged wilderness of the Hoosier National Forest.

White River takes a winding, southwesterly course through the county and two major state highways - Ind. 37 and Ind. 67 - provide a bridge between the state capitol in Indianapolis to southern Indiana.

Morgan County is home to more than 69,000 residents, according to U.S. Census Bureau estimates in 2004. That total included 11,729 in Martinsville and 10,825 in Mooresville.

Other Morgan County towns include Brooklyn, Centerton, Eminence, Monrovia, Morgantown and Paragon.

Organized in 1822, Morgan County is named for Daniel Morgan, the Revolutionary War general who outdueled British troops at the Battle of Cowpens in South Carolina.

Famous Morgan County residents range from the revered - John Wooden, the Martinsville High School and Purdue University basketball star who led UCLA to 10 national championships - to the notorious - John Dillinger, who made headlines as a bank robber in the 1930s, grew up near Mooresville.

Poised to take advantage of the suburban growth headed its way, Morgan County officials have taken steps to develop a county-wide park and trail system. The centerpiece of the park will be 100 acres the county purchased in December 2003 near Paragon.

A trail system would be developed with $1 million federal grant the county received in July. The trail eventually would link Mooresville, Heartland Crossing, North Madison Elementary and Madison Township Community Center.

